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matthew.herrmann@mail.house.gov[matthew.herrmann@mail.house.gov]; Naomi Underwood
(naomi.underwood@mail.house.gov)[naomi.underwood@mail.house.govl; Jessica Nagasako
(jessica_nagasako@schatz.senate.gov)[jessica_nagasako@schatz.senate.govj;
malia_paul@schatz.senate.govimalia_paul@schatz.senate.gov]; Sarah Kaopuiki
(sarah_kaopuiki@schatz.senate.gov)[sarah_kaopuiki@schatz.senate.gov]; Alan Yamamoto
(alan_yamamoto@hirono.senate.gov)[alan_yamamoto@hirono.senate.gov]; Burks, Jen
(Hirono){Jen_Burks@hirono.senate.govl]; Jeremy Horan
(jeremy_horan@hirono.senate.gov)[jeremy_horan@hirono.senate.gov}; Kehau Yap
(Kehau_Yap@hirono.senate.gov)[Kehau_Yap@hirono.senate.gov]; Lauren Montez
(lauren_montez@hirono.senate.gov)[lauren_montez@hirono.senate.gov}; Marvin Buenconsejo
(marvin_buenconsejo@hirono.senate.gov)[marvin_buenconsejo@hirono.senate.gov];, Alex Hetherington
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(alex.hetherington@mail.house.gov)[alex.hetherington@mail.house.gov}; Rod Tanonaka
(rod.tanonaka@mail.house.gov)[rod.tanonaka@mail.house.govl; Sean Callahan
(sean.callahan@mail.house.gov)[sean.callahan@mail.house.gov}, Seanna Pieper-Jordan (seanna.pieper-
jordan@mail.house.gov)[seanna.pieper-jordan@mail.house.gov};, Anthony Ching
(anthony.ching@mail.house.gov)[anthony.ching@mail.house.gov}; Kainoa Penaroza
(Kainoa.Penaroza@mail.house.gov)[Kainoa.Penaroza@mail.house.govl]; Walt Kaneakua
(walt.kaneakua@mail.house.gov){walt.kaneakua@mail.house.govl];
wendy.clerinx@mail.house.govfwendy.clerinx@mail.house.govl;
andrew_lingenfelter@heller.senate.goviandrew_lingenfelter@heller.senate.gov};
ashley_carrigan@heller.senate.gov]ashiey_carrigan@heller.senate.govl;
jack_finn@heller.senate.govljack_finn@heller.senate.gov];
(jeremy_harreli@heller.senate.gov){jeremy_harreli@heller.senate.govl; Sarah Paul
(sarah_paul@heller.senate.gov)[sarah_paul@heller.senate.govl; Stephen Sifuentes
(Stephen_sifuentes@heller.senate.gov)[Stephen_sifuentes@heller.senate.govl;
alexander_mcdonough@reid.senate.gov[alexander_mcdonough@reid.senate.gov};
jason_unger@reid.senate.govljason_unger@reid.senate.gov};
kristen_orthman@reid.senate.govikristen_orthman@reid.senate.govl;
lucas_ingvoldstad@reid.senate.gov{lucas_ingvoldstad@reid.senate.govl;
mary_conelly@reid.senate.govimary_conelly@reid.senate.gov];
ryan_mulvenon@reid.senate.goviryan_mulvenon@reid.senate.gov};
sara_moffat@reid.senate.govi{sara_moffat@reid.senate.gov}; Shannon Raborn
(shannon_raborn@reid.senate.gov)[shannon_raborn@reid.senate.govj;
trey_reffett@reid.senate.govltrey_reffett@reid.senate.gov}; yolanda_garcia-
banuelos@reid.senate.goviyolanda_garcia-banuelos@reid.senate.gov]; Ben Rosenbaum
(ben.rosenbaum@mail.house.gov)[ben.rosenbaum@mail.house.govl; Elizabeth Decker
(elizabeth.decker@mail.house.gov)[elizabeth.decker@mail.nouse.govl;
mike.naft@mail.house.govimike.naft@mail.house.govl; Arturo Garzon
(arturo.garzon@mail.house.gov)[arturo.garzon@mail.house.govl;
bruce.miller@mail.house.gov[bruce.miller@mail.house.govi;
jason.riederer@mail.house.govijason.riederer@mail.house.govl;
meghan.brown@mail.house.govimeghan.brown@mail.house.govj;
stacy.parobek@mail.house.govistacy.parobek@mail.nouse.govl];
keith.hughes@mail.house.govikeith.hughes@mail.house.govl]; Scott Hughes
(scott.hughes@mail.house.gov)[scott. hughes@mail.house.gov}; Jacob Fullmer
(jacob.fullmer@mail.house.gov)jjacob.fullmer@mail.house.govl; Kyie Lykins
(kyle.lykins@mail.house.gov)lkyle.lykins@mail.nouse.govl; Robert Yavor
(robert.yavor@mail.house.gov)[robert.yavor@mail.house.gov}; Sara Waggoner
(sarah.waggoner@mail.house.gov){sarah.waggoner@mail.house.gov}

Cc: Keener, Bill[Keener.Bill@epa.govl]; Zito, Kelly[ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV]; Nazmi,
Niloufar[Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov}; Lewis, Josh[Lewis.Josh@epa.gov}, Drake,
Kerry[Drake.Kerry@epa.govl; Adams, Elizabeth[Adams.Elizabeth@epa.gov]; Ebbert,
Laura[Ebbert.Laura@epa.gov}

Bcc: Maier, Brent[Maier.Brent@epa.gov]

From: Maier, Brent

Sent: Thur 10/1/2015 6:27:10 PM

Subject: U.S. EPA Press Release: EPA Strengthens Ozone Standards to Protect Public Health

Dear Colleagues:

The following press release is being issued today by the EPA Headquarters press
office. Please note that fact sheets, Q&A and other materials are posted at the link
provided below. If you have questions or need any additional information, please give
me a call.
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Regards,
Brent Maier

Congressional Liaison
Telephone: 415.947.4256

CONTACT:
Enesta Jones

Jones. enesta@ena.gov

202-564-7873

202-564-4355

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

October 1, 2015

EPA Strengthens Ozone Standards to Protect
Public Health

Science-based standards to reduce sick days, asthma
attacks, emergency room visits, greatly outweigh costs

WASHINGTON - Based on extensive scientific evidence on effects that ground-level
ozone pollution, or smog, has on public health and welfare, the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) has strengthened the National Ambient Air Quality Standards
(NAAQS) for ground-level ozone to 70 parts per billion (ppb) from 75 ppb to protect
public health. The updated standards will reduce Americans’ exposure to ozone,
improving public health protection, particularly for at risk groups including children, older
adults, and people of all ages who have lung diseases such as asthma. Ground-level
ozone forms when nitrogen oxides (NOx) and volatile organic compounds (VOCs) react
in the air.

ED_001591A_00000133-00007



“Put simply — ozone pollution means it hurts to breathe for those most vulnerable: our
kids, our elderly and those suffering from heart and lung ailments,” said EPA
Administrator Gina McCarthy. “Our job is to set science-backed standards that protect
the health of the American people. Today’s action is one of the most important
measures we can take for improving public health, reducing the costs of illness and
protecting our children’s health.”

EPA examined nearly 2,300 studies in this review of the ozone standards including
more than 1,000 new studies published since the last review of the standards in 2008.
Scientific evidence shows that ozone can cause a number of harmful effects on the
respiratory system, including difficulty breathing and inflammation of the airways. The
revised standards will significantly improve public health protection, resulting in fewer
premature deaths, and thousands fewer missed school and work days and asthma
attacks. For people with lung diseases like COPD (chronic obstructive pulmonary
disease) or the 23 million Americans and 6 million children living with asthma, these
effects can aggravate their diseases, leading to increased medication use, emergency
room visits and hospital admissions. Evidence also indicates that long-term exposure to
ozone is likely to be one of many causes of asthma development. And studies show that
ozone exposure is likely to cause premature death. The public health benefits of the
updated standards, estimated at $2.9 to 5.9 billion annually in 2025, outweigh the
estimated annual costs of $1.4 billion.

Local communities, states, and the federal government have made substantial progress
in reducing ground-level ozone. Nationally, from 1980 to 2014, average ozone levels
have fallen 33 percent, while the economy has continued to grow. And by 2025, EPA
projects that existing rules and programs will bring the vast majority of the remaining
counties into compliance. Advances in pollution control technology for vehicles and
industry along with other emission reduction standards, including “Tier 3” clean vehicle
and fuels standards, the Clean Power Plan and the Mercury and Air Toxics Standards,
will significantly cut smog-forming emissions, helping states meet today’s updated
ozone standards.

To ensure that people are alerted when ozone reaches unhealthy levels, EPA is
extending the ozone monitoring season for 32 states and the District of Columbia. This
is particularly important for at-risk groups, including children and people with asthma
because it will provide information so families can take steps to protect their health on
smoggy days.

EPA also is strengthening the “secondary ozone standard” to 70 ppb, which will improve
protection for trees, plants and ecosystems. New studies since the last review of the
standards add to evidence showing that repeated exposure to ozone reduces growth
and has other harmful effects on plants and trees. These types of effects have the
potential to harm ecosystems and the benefits they provide.

The Clean Air Act provides states with time to meet the standards. Depending on the

severity of their ozone problem, areas would have until between 2020 and 2037 to meet
the standards.
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The Clean Air Act requires EPA to review the ozone standards every five years to
determine whether they should be revised in light of the latest science. Today’s action
comes after a thorough review and public comment process. The agency received
more than 430,000 written comments on the proposed standards and held three public
hearings.

More information: hittp://'www3.epa.gov/ozonepoliution/

To view the video: https://m.voutube com/watch?v=Y6chlLbbYzA

R274

Brent Maier

Congressional Liaison

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX
75 Hawthorne St. (OPA-3)

San Francisco, CA 94105

Ph: 415.947.4256
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